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Abstract 

During a survey of Sindh and Punjab provinces of Pakistan, two dragonfly genera were collected and identified for 
the first time from the country. Anaciaeshna(Family Aeshnidae) is a genus of large dragonflies. Representatives 
were collectedfrom Gujjo, District Thatta (Sindh) in August 2008 and were identified as Anaciaeshna jaspidea 
(Burmeister). The second genus was Epophthalmia (Family Corduliidae), medium to large sized, well-built and 
very fast flying dragonflies. Epophthalmia vittata vittata Burmeister (Family Corduliidae) was collected from 
Java Dam, Rawalpindi and Dhok Tallian Dam near Chakwal. Individuals of this genus were found maneuvering 
near the peripheries of small dams. Some taxonomic notes of the said species are provided. 
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1. Introduction 

Dragonflies have been considered as indicators for 
the ecosystem health of freshwater wetlands. For 
the useful functioning of dragonflies as indicators, 
it is, however, very important to identify species 
compositions in specific habitats [1]. The Odonata 
fauna of Pakistan has been less explored than 
neighboring countries. During 1972, 46 species and 
subspecies belonging to 24 genera of 6 subfamilies 
of anisoptrous dragonflies were collected and 
identified from various localities of Pakistan 
[Yousuf, M. 1972. Ph.D. Thesis, Dept. Entomol., 
W. P. A. U. Lyallpur, Pakistan]. 

Dragonflies of family Aeshnidae are known as 
Hawks. They are large in size; blue, green, brown 
or yellow in colour with black markings. They are 
very powerful fliers, found long distances from 
water. 

Only eight species representing the Family 
Aeshnidae were reported from Pakistan and those 
were Aeshna juncea (Linnaeus, 1758), Anax 
immaculifrons Rambur, 1842, Anax indicus 
Lieftinck, 1942, Anax nigrofasciatus Fraser, 1935, 
Anax parthenope (Selys, 1839), Cephalaeschna 
masoni (Morton, 1909), Gynacanthaeshna 
sikkima(Karsch, 1891) and Hemianax ephippiger 
(Burmeister, 1839) [2, 3, 4, {Ahmad, A. (1994). 
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M. Sc. Thesis, Dept. Agri. Entomol., Univ. Agri., 
Faisalabad, Pakistan; Jehangir, Z. (1997). M.Sc. 
Thesis, Dept. Agri. Entomol., Univ. Agri., 
Faisalabad, Pakistan; Kanth, Z.I. (1985). M. Sc. 
Thesis, Dept. Agri. Entomol., Univ. Agric., 
Faisalabad, Pakistan}]. Anaciaeshna jaspidea was 
previously reported as Aeschna jaspidea [5] and 
Anax jaspidea [6]. Species of the genus 
Anaciaeshna are widely reported from Ethiopia, the 
Orient, Australia and Tahiti. Epophthalmia 
Dragonflies (Family Corduliidae)have been 
reported from India [Subramanian, K. A. (2005). 
Dragonflies and Damselflies of India-A field 
guide], Sri Lanka [7], Singapore [8], China [9], 
Indonesia and Japan [www.discoverlife.org]. 

2. Materials and methods 

Two specimens of an unidentified dragonfly species 
were collected from Gujjo, an area 24 km far from 
Thatta in Sindh Province (Fig. 1) by the first author. 
The specimens were subsequently identified as 1 
male and 1 female of the species Anaciaeshna 
jaspidea (Burmeister) (Odonata: Anisoptera: 
Aeshnidae) (Fig. 2-3) using the taxonomic keys of 
Fraser [10]. Other unidentified dragonfly specimens 
were collected from Rawalpindi and Chakwal. 
These were identified as Epophthalmia vittata 
vittata(Burmeister, 1839) (Odonata: Anisoptera: 
Corduliidae) (Fig. 4) using Fraser taxonomic keys 
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important in all kinds of biological research and the 
fauna of dragonflies will support all types of future 
entomological endeavors in Pakistan i.e. faunistic, 
zoogeographic, ecological studies and will provide 
necessary support to several other areas of research. 
These new data will improve our knowledge of the 
biodiversity and distribution of the species in 
Pakistan. 
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